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NEWS
MEET THE EMPOWA TEAM!
A big welcome to the EMPOWA team! We would like to introduce you all to the Empowering Professionals for the Wellbeing of
Adolescents Programme’s (EMPOWA) team of youth facilitators, who all play a vital role in implementing the EMPOWA programme.
EMPOWA teaches policy makers and programmers on adolescent wellbeing and supports them to design and implement a 'change
project' within their own organisation. Read more about them below;

I am an afro-feminist, researcher and demographer. My research interests are in sexual
and reproductive health and rights (SRHR), gender-based violence (GBV), adolescent
well-being, and communications and media advocacy. I hold a Masters in Demography
and a Bachelors in Sociology both from the University of Zimbabwe. I have been
working with THRU ZIM as a youth facilitator for EMPOWA. I also currently work as a
programs officer at Women’s Action Group, under the UN Women Spotlight Initiative
program on gender-based violence, child marriages, and social inclusion. I am also an
alumnus for the African Gender Institute for Young Feminist Leadership program. I
strive to elevate adolescent engagement in programming and empower young women
and girls to make informed decisions regarding their sexual and reproductive health
(SRH) needs and their wellbeing at large.

Linnet Kudzai Zvoushe
I am an ambitious researcher with interests in SRH, human rights, wellbeing and
migration. I hold a BSc in Sociology as well as an MSc in Population studies from the
University of Zimbabwe (UZ). I have enjoyed working as a youth facilitator on EMPOWA
and have found it particularly exciting to work with senior policy makers. I have also
worked with UZ, conducting research on SRHR and with Family AIDS Caring Trust,
working with young key populations. I also enjoy and have developed skills in graphic
designing, marketing, and advertising.

Kelvin Jani

I have been working with THRU ZIM as a youth facilitator since October 2021 with EMPOWA. I have
also gained extensive experience in health research through my involvement in data collection in
the following projects: CHIEDZA process evaluation, Family AIDS Caring Trust research on Young
Key Populations, World Vision, UNFPA Regional Needs Assessment on SRHR for Adolescent Boys,
studies on COVID-19, SRHR and non-communicable diseases with the University of Zimbabwe (UZ). I
am a part-time lecturer at UZ, Department of Demography Settlement and Development. I consider
doing research as one of my hobbies together with site seeing and gaming.

John “JayJay” Karumazondo

I am passionate about sexual reproductive health and rights (SHRHR) activism. My areas of
interest are: adolescent reproductive health rights, access to health services for all, adolescent
wellbeing, and qualitative research. I hold a Diploma in Monitoring and Evaluation with double
certification from Africa Leadership Institute and Victoria Falls University of Technology. I am
glad to be working with THRU ZIM as a youth facilitator for EMPOWA. I am also a country youth
advisor at UNICEF in the Adolescents and Young People Advisory Committee, the elected
National Secretary for the Young Peoples Network on Sexual and Reproductive Health
HIV/AIDS (YPNSRHHA) under National Aids Council (NAC), and an AfriYAN member.

Debrain Mugarapanyama

Y-CHECK DISSEMINATION MEETING
H

On Thursday 1st September, Y-CHECK study held its first dissemination event to report on the study’s progress to its key collaborators.
The study had previously completed its pilot and used this opportunity to share its inner workings which included: the pilot design,
school engagement work, Y-CHECK services, and post pilot results. The event also featured presentations on the main intervention
which will have a cohort of 2000 students from 4 primary & 2 secondary schools in Chitungwiza, process evaluation plans which will
comprise of FGDs, adolescent workshops, in-depth interviews, and more. Collaborators were also shown the study’s latest screening
tool, the Y-CHECK application, which is a self-administered screening tool that is completed by adolescents and the study’s research
assistants. The study has begun training for the main intervention which is set to begin later this month.

Y-CHECK pilot presentation at
the dissemination event

Y-CHECK team training for main
intervention

PRESENTATIONS AT IUSTI CONFERENCE

THRU ZIM team at IUSTI conference

The STIs in CHIEDZA trial (STICH) symposium was held at the 23rd International
Union Against Sexually Transmitted Infections world congress (IUSTI) under the
theme, “Confronting Inequities in STI Prevention, Diagnostics and Care.” Prof.
Rashida Ferrand and Dr. Chido Dziva Chikwari first gave a presentation on
meaningful youth participation to improve sexual and reproductive health. STICH,
presented by Dr. Chido Dziva Chikwari, evaluated diagnostic STI testing offered
as part of a comprehensive package of community-based sexual and
reproductive health service. Key findings were shared on STI management
elements such as STI testing and treatment uptake and STI partner notification
for adolescents and youth. Dr. Chikwari gave a final presentation which showed
that the integration of STI testing within HIV services for young people is feasible
and acceptable.

THRU ZIM EVENT AT LSHTM WEEK 2022
On Monday 12th September, THRU ZIM hosted a country interest group session
during LSHTM Week. In light of our rebranding, this platform was used to share
our vision, mission, and values and showcase our Africa-led research with
colleagues, partners, and fellow researchers based in London, Harare, and
around the world. Our phenomenal line-up of speakers, Prof. Liam Smeeth
(Director of LSHTM), Prof. Rashida Ferrand, Prof. Katharina Kranzer, Mandi
Tembo, and Tino Mavimba each presented short presentations highlighting our
research themes, collaborative efforts, and capacity building and public
engagement activities. The event also featured a special keynote talk from Dr.
Owen Mugurungi (Director of AIDS and TB Unit at Ministry of Health and Child
Care) on the importance of research and policy.

AVAPAR RELEASES PRELIMINARY
RESULTS
AVAPAR team presented preliminary findings to the Sally Mugabe Central Hospital neonatal & paediatric team. Most frequent pathogenic
organism identified in blood culture samples in neonates is Klebsiella pneumonia, followed by Group B Streptococcus (GBS)

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
"AGEING WELL!" TEAM
Led by Prof. Celia Gregson, colleagues from LSHTM, University of
Bristol, Ardent, and MRC Gambia have been awarded a Wellcome
Research Enrichment grant to implement a public engagement
programme that will give older people a voice to express their
opinions about ageing, and will promote innovation and ideas
towards wellbeing in older age, and combat ageism.

Prof. Celia Gregson

5 MINUTES WITH...
MARTHA MAPFUMO

What do you do and when did you start?
I started with THRU ZIM in April 2021. I am the administrative assistant and my role involves
procuring supplies for studies. I work closely with my colleagues, Tendai, Ivan, and Richard from
the finance and administration departments.
Where can we find you in the office?
I am at the front desk at our main office entrance. I am very much the first and last person you see
when you pass by!

Martha Mapfumo

What do you enjoy about your work?
Meeting and interacting with suppliers. I also welcome the challenges that come with my role in
respect to the procurement process. At times, studies can experience significant delays in
acquiring supplies, so it is up to me to ensure our suppliers remain on track with deliveries and to
also provide quotations in a timely manner. These challenges have also helped me to grow
substantially. I also enjoy working with my colleagues, who I all find to be talented and amazing. It
has been a great pleasure working with the THRU ZIM team thus far.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Upcoming Social Science Working Group sessions
We are pleased to announce the upcoming sessions for the Social Science Working Group. These sessions will be held in the Gazebo at
8 Ross Avenue, Belgravia. In person attendance is strongly encouraged where possible, although a zoom link will be made available.
Anyone conducting qualitative and social science research in Zimbabwe is welcome. Please contact constance.mackworthyoung1@lshtm.ac.uk to be added to the Social Science Working Group mailing list.
Programme:
Tuesday 27th September at 11:00 – 12:30: Salome Manyau (BRTI) discussing participant observation
Wednesday 19th October at 11:00 – 12:30: Joanna Busza (LSHTM) discussing process evaluation
Wednesday 16th November at 11:00 – 12:30: Webster Mavhu (CesHHAR) discussing participatory health research methods

STI Research Interest Group (STIRIG) Webinar: Monkeypox – an emerging sexually transmitted infection?
For this upcoming webinar, Dr Michael Marks, from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM) is set to discuss
the current epidemic of monkeypox and highlight key findings in terms of our current understanding of the transmission of
monkeypox within sexual networks. Please mark your calendars for Thursday 29th September from 13:00-14:00 (CAT). Follow this
link for more information.
Global Health Webinar Series
Be sure to register to this exciting webinar series which is being hosted by Professor Taryn Young from Stellenbosch University,
scheduled for Thursday 29th September 2022 from 15:00 - 16:30 (CAT) via MS Teams. The webinar is entitled, “Nothing is ever free:
What is conflict of interest and how does it play out across global health?” and will feature 5 phenomenal speakers on the panel.
For queries, contact Ms. Chanelle Windvogel on chaneller@sun.ac.za.
Register here.
Free statistics training courses by Radiance
Rigorous Training in Longitudinal Data Science (Radiance), a UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) funded project led by Prof Paola
Zaninotto and Prof Bianca De Stavola, is offering free online training in data science to quantitative researchers involved with
biomedical and social data. The training levels are as follows:
introduction to key concepts https://radiance.org.uk/appetisers/
intermediate courses https://radiance.org.uk/modules/
advanced topics such as programming, machine learning and causal inference courses https://radiance.org.uk/training/
Autumn courses:
Using administrative data for research: a brief introduction, Monday 3rd October 2022
Register here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/using-administrative-data-for-research-a-brief-introduction-tickets-383434110747
Regression models 18-22 October 2022
Register here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/regression-models-tickets-383406468067
Addressing Causal Questions using Real World Data: An Introduction, 14-17 November 2022
Register here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/regression-models-tickets-383406468067
Causal Data Science Meeting 2022
The Causal Data Science Meeting which will be held from the 7-8 November 2022 aims to establish an interdisciplinary dialogue
between academics and business experts on causal inference methods & applications. Abstracts and full research papers are also
required.
The workshop features invited talks and presentations of accepted proposals. Topics of interest include, but are not limited to:
Causal machine learning and artificial intelligence
Data-augmented business decision-making
Applications of causal inference, e.g., in management, entrepreneurship, innovation, marketing, economics, and finance
Organizational challenges & best practice examples with respect to the adoption of causal inference in industry
Experimentation & A/B testing
Applications of Directed Acyclic Graphs and Causal Discovery
Causal inference methods in econometrics & statistics
(Open Source) Software for causal inference
Talks on challenges of practitioners in applying causal inference
Follow this link for more information: https://www.causalscience.org/blog/causal-data-science-meeting-2022-call-for-papers/

PICTURE OF THE MONTH

THRU ZIM team enjoying a lighter moment at the IUSTI Congress held in Victoria Falls

OPPORTUNITIES
Funding opportunity for PhD fellows registered at LSHTM
The Hamish Ogston Foundation Platinum Jubilee Grants offer flexible funding of up to £5,000 for up to 6 months to support research
degree students (PhD, DrPH, MPhil) within the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM) faculties and units. Funding
can be used to support travel, training or a small project that goes beyond the original scope of the applicant’s thesis. Funded projects
will be required to report at the end of their award to share outcomes to the funder.
Eligibility criteria
Open to all LSHTM Research Degree students
Only one application per person is permitted.
Preference for awards will be given to projects of relevance to the 54 nations of the Commonwealth (as of May 2022) and
prospective members (Burundi, Somaliland, South Sudan, Suriname, Zimbabwe). Any of the following criteria apply, and are listed
without preference:
The applicant is a citizen or resident of one of the Commonwealth countries;
The research will be conducted within or about one or more Commonwealth countries;
The research is of relevance to and will have an impact in one or more Commonwealth Countries.
Exceptions will be made for projects that do not fulfil the above criteria regarding the Commonwealth, if they are deemed of sufficient
scientific merit.
Assessment criteria
Quality and feasibility of the project and timeline.
Impact on student’s thesis and/or any future research project
Value for money.
How to apply
Applicants must complete and submit the application form to SRO-internal-calls@lshtm.ac.uk by 13:00, Friday 7th October 2022.

African Postdoctoral Training Initiative (APTI) Fellowships
The African Academy of Sciences (AAS), in partnership with the U.S. National Institutes of Health (NIH) and the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation (BMGF), announces a call for applications for the 3rd cohort of the African Postdoctoral Training Initiative (APTI) fellowships.
Application deadline is Friday 30th September 2022.
To apply visit: https://www.aasciences.africa/calls/call-applications-apti-fellowships?
utm_campaign=+52985277&utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=

Please do send us your submissions for “Picture of the Month” – it really can be about anything you and colleagues found
interesting, entertaining, funny, and/or visually stunning. Fun captions are encouraged.
Share your news, publications, pictures, announcements: publicengagement@thruzim.org.
Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/ThruZim

THANK YOU!

