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NEWS
STICH UNBLINDING MEETING
The STICH trial, led by Dr Chido Dziva Chikwari, was unblinded on
Wednesday 17th August 2022. The unblinding meeting, held at the
Biomedical Medical Research and Training Institute, was attended by
co-investigators in person and virtually, including Ms Anna Machiha,
the STI coordinator at the Ministry of Health and Child Care. The
results will be presented at the International Union Against Sexually
Transmitted Infections (IUSTI) meeting in a special symposium on
Monday 5th September 2022 at 16:30-18:00 CAT. The symposium will
be chaired by Dr Teodrora Wi, the STI lead of the Global HIV,
Hepatitis and STI programme at the World Health Organization.

STICH trial investigators

ERASE-TB BEGINS ON-TREATMENT
SUB-STUDY
The first participant has been recruited for the ERASE-TB ontreatment sub-study. Furthermore, the main study has received
substantial funding from the German Centre of Infection (DZIF). A
monitoring and support visit from the University of Munich was held
to review the study’s source documents (participant records) and site
files (site investigator files) at the clinics and data offices.

WELCOME DR. KEVIN MARTIN!
We would like to extend a warm welcome to Dr. Kevin Martin who is a global health PhD fellow at the London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine. He has expressed his enthusiasm for beginning his journey with us and took a moment to share more about himself:
“I am a Wellcome Trust clinical PhD fellow in global health, registered at the
London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine. My background is as a clinician in
HIV and sexual health. I initially came to Zimbabwe in 2019 as an MSc student,
when I conducted a mixed methods study nested within the CHIEDZA trial,
assessing the uptake of STI testing among youth. This led to an evaluation of onsite testing for STIs using GeneXpert at CHIEDZA sites in Bulawayo.
Both of these studies laid the groundwork for my PhD proposal, “Investigating
point-of-care diagnostics for sexually transmitted infections and antimicrobial
resistance in primary care in Zimbabwe (IPSAZ)”. This study will recruit 1000
pregnant women attending clinics for antenatal care in Harare. They will be offered
a package of testing for STIs, including Chlamydia, Gonorrhoea, Trichomoniasis,
and Hepatitis B, alongside HIV and Syphilis testing, with Gonorrhoea isolates also
tested for antimicrobial resistance. The overall aim of the study is to evaluate this
strategy of testing, and to determine its acceptability, feasibility, and costeffectiveness.

Kevin Martin

The results will guide the use of point-of-care tests for STIs, guide national STI
management guidelines, and inform the development of a gonorrhoea
antimicrobial surveillance programme, in Zimbabwe.”
-Kevin Martin

KARLOS MADZIVA ACCEPTED FOR
MSc AT LSHTM
We are thrilled to congratulate Karlos Madziva for being admitted to the
distance learning MSc programme at the London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine. As of September 2022, Karlos will begin an MSc in Public
Health with a focus on Health Economics. Karlos first joined us on another study
that investigated the burden and impact of Anti-Microbial Resistance (ARGUS)
before joining the ERASE-TB study. His research interests are in global health,
universal health coverage and tuberculosis, particularly the impact of artisanal
mining on the tuberculosis epidemic in Zimbabwe. For his MSc, Karlos will
continue exploring his interests by conducting further research on tuberculosis
among mining communities in Zimbabwe.
H

Karlos Madziva

TADIOS MANYANGA MOVES TO
SECOND YEAR OF MSc
Tadios Manyanga, coordinator of the Fractures E3 Project, registered for an
MSc in Clinical Trials at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine
(through distance-based Learning) has passed all his modules and now moves
to Year 2 to complete his MSc programme. Congratulations to Ted and wishing
him the best of luck in his second year.

Tadios Manyanga

A LOOK AT MAGUS ACTIVITIES
MAGUS study has been enrolling participants at the local clinic for treatment of
genital ulcer disease (GUD) beginning Monday 27th June 2022. Swabs of the
genital ulcer are collected to test for likely causes of genital ulcer which include
herpes simplex virus, Treponema pallidum and Haemophilus ducreyi.
Participants are offered a urine test for Chlamydia trachomatis (CT) and
Neisseria gonorrhoea (NG) even those that are asymptomatic. The female
participants are offered a Trichomonas vaginalis (TV) test from a selfadministered vaginal swab which is performed as with released point-of-care in
a matter of 15 minutes. Treatment for TV is offered in the event a participant is
found with a positive result.

Consultation room at MAGUS site

All participants with a GUD syndrome are treated as per the Zimbabwe STI
treatment guidelines. Participants with a positive urine test to CT and or NG are
treated.
To date, 55 participants have been enrolled from 2 sites. Enrolment of
participants will begin at 2 more sites in October 2022.

CORD BEGINS ENROLMENT
Characterisation Of caRdiac Disease in adolescents with perinatally-acquired
HIV infection (CORD) study commenced enrolment this August 2022.
Enrolment is taking place at Sally Mugabe Hospital and participants will receive
a transthoracic echocardiography scan followed by a cardiac magnetic
resonance (CMR) scan for further tissue characterisation.

CORD team positions first
participant for a CMR scan

DR EDITH MAJONGA RECEIVES
RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIP
Dr. Edith Majonga receives the inaugural Bongani Mayosi
Collaborative for Cardiovascular Disease Research Excellence in
Africa award. This scholarship will facilitate the investigation of
subclinical vascular damage in adolescents with perinatal HIV in this
antiretroviral era.

Dr. Edith Majonga

PRESENTATIONS AT INTERNATIONAL
WORKSHOP ON HIV AND
ADOLESCENCE 2022
Congratulations to Constancia Mavodza and Mandi Tembo!
Both PhD research fellows will be presenting their findings at
the upcoming International Workshop on HIV and
Adolescence 2022 to be held in Cape Town, South Africa
from the 5th – 6th of October. Constancia will be presenting
on “Family planning experiences and needs of young
women living with and without HIV,” and Mandi will be
presenting on, “The Youth Researchers Academy: An
innovative research training programme for young people in
Zimbabwe.”

Mandikudza Tembo

Constancia Mavodza

5 MINUTES WITH...
NYARADZO MABIDO
What do you do and when did you start?
I first joined BRTI in 2012 as a Research Assistant, although I have a background in accounting. I
then moved to THRU ZIM in 2018 as a Finance Assistant working under Ivan Chigonde.
Where can we find you in the office?
For the greater part of the day, you can find me in the finance/administration office. The nature of
my work keeps me grounded. If I am not around, I will probably be at the main BRTI offices
handling our financial issues.
What do you enjoy about your work?
Money! In the that sense that I get to work with numbers daily which is my happy place. On that
note, I would like to owe my growth and success in my role to the mentorship I have received
from Ivan Chigonde throughout my years working here. He has helped me to hone my accounting
skills and to reach my fullest potential.

Nyaradzo Mabido

NEW EMPLOYEES
Y-CHECK study has welcomed 2 new team members: Michaela Takawira (Health Economics Coordinator) and Cyprian Tinashe
Masvikeni (Intern). We wish them the best of luck in their new roles.

Michaela Takawira

Cyprian Tinashe Masvikeni

ANNOUNCEMENTS
THRU ZIM at LSHTM Week event
In celebration of us rebranding, a special 1-hour hybrid event will be hosted at the forthcoming LSHTM week in September 2022.
The event is scheduled for Monday 12th September from 15:30 – 16:30 BST in both Harare and London and we will have the
opportunity to showcase our research work to donors, partners, researchers, and students. The programme will also feature a
keynote presentation from Dr. O. Mugurungi (Ministry of Health and Child Care) on the importance of research and policy.
Zoom link details
https://lshtm.zoom.us/j/98318562195?pwd=VXluejc1U1lWVEc4eUc1ZUpWM0dBUT09
Meeting ID: 983 1856 2195
Password: LSHTM
Upcoming Social Science Working Group sessions
We are pleased to announce the upcoming sessions for the Social Science Working Group. These sessions will be held in the
Gazebo at 8 Ross Avenue, Belgravia. In person attendance is strongly encouraged where possible, although a zoom link will be
made available. Anyone conducting qualitative and social science research in Zimbabwe is welcome. Please contact
constance.mackworth-young1@lshtm.ac.uk to be added to the Social Science Working Group mailing list.
Programme:
Tuesday 27th September at 11:00 – 12:30: Salome Manyau (BRTI) discussing participant observation
Wednesday 19th October at 11:00 – 12:30: Joanna Busza (LSHTM) discussing process evaluation
Wednesday 16th November at 11:00 – 12:30: Webster Mavhu (CesHHAR) discussing participatory health research methods
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PICTURE OF THE MONTH

Vicky Simms, Claire Calderwood and Rashida Ferrand got a glimpse of K2 in northern Pakistan, the second highest mountain in the world.

OPPORTUNITIES
Funding opportunity for PhD fellows registered at LSHTM
The Hamish Ogston Foundation Platinum Jubilee Grants offer flexible funding of up to £5,000 for up to 6 months to support research
degree students (PhD, DrPH, MPhil) within the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM) faculties and units. Funding
can be used to support travel, training or a small project that goes beyond the original scope of the applicant’s thesis. Funded projects
will be required to report at the end of their award to share outcomes to the funder.
Eligibility criteria
Open to all LSHTM Research Degree students
Only one application per person is permitted.
Preference for awards will be given to projects of relevance to the 54 nations of the Commonwealth (as of May 2022) and
prospective members (Burundi, Somaliland, South Sudan, Suriname, Zimbabwe). Any of the following criteria apply, and are listed
without preference:
The applicant is a citizen or resident of one of the Commonwealth countries;
The research will be conducted within or about one or more Commonwealth countries;
The research is of relevance to and will have an impact in one or more Commonwealth Countries.
Exceptions will be made for projects that do not fulfil the above criteria regarding the Commonwealth, if they are deemed of sufficient
scientific merit.
Assessment criteria
Quality and feasibility of the project and timeline.
Impact on student’s thesis and/or any future research project
Value for money.
How to apply
Applicants must complete and submit the application form to SRO-internal-calls@lshtm.ac.uk by 13:00, Friday 7th October 2022.
African Postdoctoral Training Initiative (APTI) Fellowships
The African Academy of Sciences (AAS), in partnership with the U.S. National Institutes of Health (NIH) and the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation (BMGF), announces a call for applications for the 3rd cohort of the African Postdoctoral Training Initiative (APTI) fellowships.
Application deadline is Friday 30th September 2022.
To apply visit: https://www.aasciences.africa/calls/call-applications-apti-fellowships?
utm_campaign=+52985277&utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=

Call for opportunity
Koyel Basu is a cross-disciplinary public health communicator and musician with a strong interest in harnessing the power of the arts
and music for driving change within the community. Her previous experience involved creating an initiative 'joihok!' in her hometown of
Kolkata, which used local folk art and music to educate underprivileged children on the issue of Tuberculosis from a biological as well
as social perspective. Now having just graduated from LSHTM with better insight in public health, she would like to go back to working
in community outreach and helping to shape the future of public engagement through the arts. If you know of any opportunity that
may be relevant, do not hesitate to contact her at koyel98@gmail.com or connect with her through LinkedIn.

Koyel Basu

Please do send us your submissions for “Picture of the Month” – it really can be about anything you and colleagues found
interesting, entertaining, funny, and/or visually stunning. Fun captions are encouraged.
Share your news, publications, pictures, announcements: publicengagement@thruzim.org.
Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/ThruZim

THANK YOU!

