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NEWS
MANDI TEMBO AWARDED RGHI
FELLOWSHIP
Congratulations to Mandi Tembo on receiving the Reckitt Global Health Institute (RGHI)
Fellowship. The RGHI postdoctoral program is designed to support early career researchers in
the field of hygiene and health in the transition to becoming independent researchers. It is
open to researchers with up to 5 years of experience post-PhD (exclusive of career breaks).
During her fellowship, Mandi will continue her research in menstrual health (MH) through a
project that aims to improve MH care for women in Zimbabwe by co-developing and piloting an
evidence-based MH resource and training package to improve MH-seeking behaviours, quality
of care and the overall wellbeing of women in Zimbabwe.

Mandi Tembo

PRESENTATIONS AT THE INTERNATIONAL
WORKSHOP ON HIV AND ADOLESCENCE
2022
Constancia Mavodza and Tinashe Mwaturura represented THRU ZIM at this workshop. Constancia
presented her PhD research on contraceptive needs in young women and findings from the Youth
Researchers Academy (YRA), an innovative research training programme for young people in Zimbabwe,
previously held in the years 2019 and 2021. Tinashe shared her abstract: “Evaluation of a Video
Information Tool Combined with E-Consent among Youth in Zimbabwe: A Randomized Controlled Trial”
and was selected to be included in the 6th HIV & Adolescence Abstract Book.
Constancia Mavodza and
Tinashe Mwaturura

THE GLOBAL PERIOD POVERTY FORUM
Mandi Tembo was a speaker at the Global Period Poverty Forum (GPPF) held in
Brisbane, Australia from 10-12 October. The GPPF brought together 42 world-class
speakers, outstanding researchers and those making a global impact for three days of
extraordinary development and learning around ending period poverty.

Panel discussion on research into
period poverty

VITALITY_MIND REFRESHER TRAINING
The VITALITY_MIND sub-study held a refresher training on study procedures and cognitive
assessments. The sub-study involves assessing cognitive function using two tests: the
Kaufmann Assessment Battery for Children (KABC-II) and NIH Toolbox App. Enrolment of
participants began on Thursday 6th October. To date, 7 participants have been enrolled.
Training on tablet usage

CONSTANCIA MAVODZA SUBMITS PhD
THESIS
We would like to congratulate, Constancia Mavodza, for submitting her PhD thesis.
Constancia’s PhD focused on the process evaluation of the family planning intervention in
the CHIEDZA trial and she is set to defend her thesis on Wednesday 2nd November.
CHIEDZA trial aimed to determine the impact of community-based integrated HIV and
sexual and reproductive health services for youth on HIV and added health outcomes.
Congratulations, Constancia, for this amazing achievement!
Constancia Mavodza

5 MINUTES WITH...
TADIOS MANYANGA
What do you do and when did you did start?
I joined THRU ZIM in November 2020 as the trial coordinator for the VITALITY trial working along side
my colleague, Nyasha Dzavakwa. In March 2021, I was brought onto the FRACTURES E3 study, as the
Zimbabwe study coordinator. My role in the FRACTURES E3 study involves the general coordination
of the study such as overseeing day to day activities, feeding back to the University of Bristol,
facilitating debrief meetings with our principal investigator, Prof. Rashida Ferrand, solving problems,
and obtaining all relevant study approvals. I am also currently pursuing an MSc Clinical Trials
programme at the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine. I passed all the modules from my
previous semester and have crossed over into the final semester of my studies and expected to
finish by June 2023.
H

Where can we find you in the office?
You can find me in the clinical trials team office. However, due to the nature of my work, I am usually
in the field.
Tadios Manyanga

What do you enjoy about your work?
I enjoy our working environment here at THRU ZIM, particularly how welcoming and open everyone
is. The open-door policy that exists has made it easy for me to approach anyone. I enjoy the working
relationships I have formed with various departments and studies. Over and above that, I appreciate
the opportunities THRU ZIM has given me to further my education. In the future, I intend to pursue a
Doctorate of Public Health (DrPH). The programme emphasizes public health sector management
which is great because it aligns to my technical and managerial skills. I believe this programme will
also give me the capacity to take on larger studies on a multinational scale.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Bi-weekly newsletter to become a monthly newsletter
We would like to thank everyone for contributing to the newsletter thus far. Moving forward we have decided to disseminate the
newsletter on a monthly as opposed to a bi-weekly basis. Please do continue to share your updates with us!
Upcoming Early Career Researcher Meeting
Please take note of the next early career researcher (ECR) meeting, which will be held on Tuesday 18th October at 8 Ross Avenue at
16:00 (CAT). The next ECR meeting will feature a talk from, Constancia Mavodza, who will present on the process evaluation in the
CHIEDZA trial.
Zoom link details are as follows: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86068409811?pwd=UjNBK2d2cGRML01LKzlkU1FqK0J4dz09
Meeting ID: 860 6840 9811. Passcode: 180995
Upcoming Social Science Working Group sessions
The Social Science Working Group has a few upcoming sessions for those that are interested. These sessions will be held in the
Gazebo at 8 Ross Avenue, Belgravia. In person attendance is strongly encouraged where possible, although a zoom link will be made
available. Anyone conducting qualitative and social science research in Zimbabwe is welcome. Please contact constance.mackworthyoung1@lshtm.ac.uk to be added to the Social Science Working Group mailing list.
Programme:
Wednesday 19th October at 11:00 – 12:30: Joanna Busza (LSHTM) discussing process evaluation
Wednesday 16th November at 11:00 – 12:30: Webster Mavhu (CesHHAR) discussing participatory health research methods
STI Research Interest Group (STIRIG) Webinar: Mentorship in the field of STIs
This upcoming webinar is scheduled for Tuesday 22nd November, 13:00 – 14:00 (BST). The speakers are: Dr. Alison Footman (St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital), Dr. Stacey Griner (University of Texas Health Science Centre), and Professor Van Der Pol (University of
Alabama at Birmingham). For this talk, the speakers will discuss their mentorship experiences in the field of STIs, successful mentorship
programmes conducted outside of this field that may be modified to support the next generation of STI researchers, and valuable
concepts in mentoring relationships. This talk will include a facilitated discussion around the factors and approaches useful in an STI
mentorship programme. If you would like to attend this webinar please follow this link for more information.
Causal Data Science Meeting 2022
The Causal Data Science Meeting which will be held from the 7-8 November aims to establish an interdisciplinary dialogue between
academics and business experts on causal inference methods & applications. Abstracts and full research papers are also required.
The workshop features invited talks and presentations of accepted proposals. Topics of interest include, but are not limited to:
Causal machine learning and artificial intelligence
Data-augmented business decision-making
Applications of causal inference, e.g., in management, entrepreneurship, innovation, marketing, economics, and finance
Organizational challenges & best practice examples with respect to the adoption of causal inference in industry
Experimentation & A/B testing
Applications of Directed Acyclic Graphs and Causal Discovery
Causal inference methods in econometrics & statistics
(Open Source) Software for causal inference
Talks on challenges of practitioners in applying causal inference
Follow this link for more information: https://www.causalscience.org/blog/causal-data-science-meeting-2022-call-for-papers/

Free statistics training courses by Radiance
Rigorous Training in Longitudinal Data Science (Radiance), a UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) funded project led by Prof. Paola
Zaninotto and Prof. Bianca De Stavola, is offering free online training in data science to quantitative researchers involved with
biomedical and social data. The training levels are as follows:
Introduction to key concepts https://radiance.org.uk/appetisers/
Intermediate courses https://radiance.org.uk/modules/
Advanced topics such as programming, machine learning and causal inference courses https://radiance.org.uk/training/
Regression models 18-22 October 2022
Register here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/regression-models-tickets-383406468067
Addressing Causal Questions using Real World Data: An Introduction, 14-17 November 2022
Register here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/regression-models-tickets-383406468067

PICTURE OF THE MONTH

“When I’m not talking about periods, I like to hang out with kangaroos…”
– Mandi Tembo

Please do send us your submissions for "Picture of the Month" – it really can be about anything you and colleagues found interesting,
entertaining, funny, and/or visually stunning. Fun captions are encouraged.
Moving forward we will be awarding the "Picture of the Month" a small token of our appreciation, so let’s get creative!

OPPORTUNITIES
CIPHER Grant Programme
This programme awards early-stage investigators up to USD 150,000 over two years to address research gaps in paediatric and
adolescent HIV in countries with limited resources for HIV research. It is designed to provide investigators with the experience they
need to compete for more funding. For those that would like to apply, follow this link. The application deadline is Monday 31st October
at 18:00 (CET).
Applications for DAIDD
The International Clinics on Infectious Disease Dynamics and Data (ICI3D) Program is requesting applications from those that are
interested in attending the eleventh annual Clinic on Dynamical Approaches to Infectious Disease Data (DAIDD). DAIDD is a week-long
intensive modelling clinic that will introduce dynamical models used in the study of infectious disease dynamics. Email:
mufaronashe@gmail.com for more information.

Share your news, publications, pictures, announcements: publicengagement@thruzim.org. Follow us on Twitter:
https://twitter.com/ThruZim

THANK YOU!

